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Words of Hope 
November  2007   Volume 11  Number 4 

Established in 1996 
Celebrating 11 Years of Service 

Fr. Dennis Wait 
Sanctuary of Hope 

Inner City—–Inter Faith 
Retreat Center 

2601 Ridge Ave. 
Kansas City, Kansas 

66102-4617 
913-321-HOPE (4673) 

Please Read This 
Prayers: 
  * Morning 7 AM Tue.- Sun. 
   *Evening 5 PM Tue-Sun. 
 Morning Mass 
  7:30 AM Tues. & Thurs 
 
Weekly Prayer 
  10 to 11:30 AM Tues. 
Prayer & Support Groups 
* HIV AIDS-3rd Thurs.7 PM 
* Recovery Plus-4th Wed. 
   7 PM 
 Centering Prayer 
    * Tue.. 7 PM 
Spiritual Cinema 6:30 PM 
 Last Thurs. of the Month 
 
Work Day—2nd Sat. 
 8 AM to 1 PM includes          
Lunch 
Associates’ Day—4th Sat. 
Most months. Check Web. 
 10 AM to 12 Noon followed  
  by  Lunch   
Closed on Mondays 

The Advancing Dawn 
   November 15th, 2007 
   St. Albert the Great 

Dear friends of Sanctuary of Hope 

Welcome to the sacred time of Thanksgiving, Advent and Christ-
mas!  I just received a letter from a brother priest in our Jesus Ca-
ritas Fraternity. His name is Fr. Joe Diele and he lives in Brook-
lyn, New York, helping disadvantaged youth complete their 
schooling.  What struck me were his words about surrendering to 
God.  He said you never see a leaf say: “No, I do want to let go.”  
Or see a tree say: “No, I am not going to let you go.”  Rather the 
leaf falls silently from the tree and the tree is silent too. What a 
great image of surrender as we come into winter!  This is what 
centering prayer has done for me and countless others: just being 
still and letting go of all that is not of God and claiming silently 
all that is of God. This is one of the greatest stress releasers I 
know of: loving God, others and oneself in stillness.  They say 
that one pure act of desire for God is the best thing we can do for 
ourselves and anyone else. 
I want to express our deepest thanks and love to Marty and Peggy 
Thoennes, who have been live-ins at SOH for 4 years. Marty is 
now the Executive Director for CABA (Central Avenue Better-
ment Association) and Peggy still is managing her cookie dough 
factory.  They are putting in more hours in their given professions 
and we pray God will grant success to all their endeavors.  They 
have been a great asset to us at SOH and we will miss them as 
live-in members.  I have always appreciated the value that Marty 
and Peggy have given to family life and to their faith in Jesus 
Christ.  I will never forget one Valentine Day where their children 
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and spouses had dinner together and the men waited on the ladies.  
The grounds, gardens, trails at SOH are so attractive, because of 
their efforts and coordination.   They also encouraged us to reach 
out more to the wider community.  They are Associate Members and 
we hope to see them around the place as time permits. Please keep 
them in your prayers. 
We are looking for another couple who would live at SOH and help 
us out, especially in the areas of cooking, meal preparation, shop-
ping for groceries, doing handy things around the premises, being 
present to welcome our guests and joining us for prayer.  Please let me know if you are inter-
ested or know of someone who might be.   
The Hope Benefit, with our theme: “Sanctuary the Land of Milk and Honey,” netted $30,500. 
(More details are in this newsletter.) Our deepest thanks to all who came, sent in donations and 
worked so hard to give glory and honor to God.  We made our first full length video of SOH for 
The Hope Benefit. It tells the story of what we do here.  With the testimonies of Theresa Best, 
Laurie Oswald, Rev. Rob Carr, photography by Nicole Nicoll, production by Michael Cisneros 
of The Video Pros and coordination by Michael Cazares it really touches one’s heart to view it.  
We hope to use it in our public relations.    The Hope Benefit next year will be Nov. 8th, 2008.  
Please mark your calendars. 
This month of November, we are also launching our annual Guardians of Hope Campaign.  
This is an opportunity for anyone to give a donation to SOH on a more regular basis. I want to 
thank all of you for your on-going support, prayers and sacrifices that continue to make this 
mission viable for the people of our community. We are presently at a $5,000. deficit. Please 
remember to send us your prayer requests, which we pray for twice a day, all week. 

Our Volunteer Coordinator, Trish Miller, found a new job with 
benefits.  We will miss her encouraging the staff, our guests and 
the giftedness of our volunteers at SOH.  So if you or someone 
you know is interested please let me know.  Trish will remain as 
the co-chair of the Associate Members, along with Laurie Oswald.  
Trish is also going to coordinate the 5 K Walk/Race for next year, 
which will be June 21st, 2008. Please mark your calendars. 
On behalf of Stephen Sullivan, our Associate Director and Chef, 
Eugene Lipscomb, Vice-President of the Board, and the whole 

Staff and Board of Trustees of SOH, I want to wish you and your loved ones a most blest and 
Happy Thanksgiving and Christmas.  Do make good use of Advent as an in-between time to be 
silent in that ever loving and refreshing presence of God! 
 
Dios te bendiga siempre, God bless you always, 
 
Love and Let us pray for each other, 
 
Fr. Dennis Wait, Spiritual Director  

(Continued from page 1) 
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Sanctuary, Flowing with Milk and Honey 
By Kathy Jennings 

On Saturday, October 27th, the Hilton Garden Inn was transformed into The Land of Milk and 
Honey raising a whopping $30,500 pile of money!!  260 guests attended the benefit auction din-
ner dance, surrounded by an ambience of sheer elegance.  Elliot, like a pro took the mike and 
began to ignite a fierce frenzy of bidding for a sunny sensation  Cancun dream vacation!   It 
t’was truly a night of splendor, a night to remember.  A night flowing with milk and honey, 
flowing with laughter and friends, flowing with memories of Donna’s radiant, effervescent, illu-
minating smile.  Flowing with celebrity impersonator, Jerry Viviano’s smooth style- he crooned 
our favorite tunes of nostalgic bliss, while to Abel Ramirez’s Big Band sounds we reminisced as 
dancers whirled and twirled  and gracefully glide like Rogers & Astaire, razz-ma taz and spa-
zazz this crowd’s got savoir faire!  To all connaisseures of haute culture! 

 
This was an evening of grandeur!  We wined 
and dined and had a fabulous time!!  For 11 
years, volunteers we’ve managed to keep go-
ing, due to your time, talent and treasure, 
SOH, the land of milk and honey is still flow-
ing and growing.  Good measure shaken down 
and over flowing into your lap, to each and 
everyone of you, in gratitude , I tip my hat.  To 
all the busy bees in the hive who strive to keep 
the dream alive- Kudos to     todos mis ami-
gos!  Love and prayers to all who share and 
care. 
 

A DVD presentation was made about 
SOH and was shown at the  Benefit. 
Copies of this DVD are available for 
$4. from the SOH office. 
 
 

 
 
 Donna Cermak & her family 
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The 11th annual 3-M (Meditation in Movement & Music) Concert will be held on Sunday, 
February 10, 2008 in the Sanctuary of Hope Chapel from 2 to 4 P.M. 
The theme this year is “Talking about Jesus.” Songs of serenity to sooth your soul. Music to 
meditate, reflect, and introspect.  
Scheduled to appear: 1) Our Lady & St. Rose Gospel Choir, 2) Chris Vitt and the Angels, and 
3) Gerald Trimble. 
After the concert the ladies will serve High Tea in the dining room. 
Everyone welcome. Free will offering. 

TIME SHARE WINNERS 
Everyone gathered around Fr. Dennis as he shook up the raffle tickets at 12 noon on Saturday, August 
11, 2007. The youngest person was asked to draw the name. The Winner was SUE HOFFMAN.  
When we called her she was overjoyed to have won!  
She and her husband and guest arrived at Treetop Village on Friday, September 28 and spent the 
week .  According to her husband “they loved it and their time was absolutely great. The unit was 
nice and they liked it. The weather was perfect and they enjoyed every minute of their stay.” 
Thank to  Eugene and Dee Lipscomb for donating the Time Share and to all those who purchased 
chances. We made $1,400.00 and used the funds for the continued renovation of SOH. 
 

   Theresa Best and Crew preparing 
   Newsletter for mailing, May 2007                          

 
DO YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO WOULD LIKE TO GET OUR NEWSLETTER? 

Please send us their Name, address, phone number, etc. and we will add them to our “WORDS OF 
HOPE “ newsletter mailing list.  Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CABA Parade on Saturday, September 
8, 2007 
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SOH WELCOMES NEW ASSOCIATES 
By Laurie Oswald & Trish Miller 

Co-Chairs of the Associates 
The Annual Commissioning of new Associates, & recommitment of current Associates was held on 
Sept. 29 in the Sanctuary of Hope Chapel. This year we welcomed: Michele Sanders, Brittani Sand-
ers, Paul Helmer, Lilia Guerreru, Raul Vivas, Kathy Hirt. Theresa Jaskinia, and Melissa LeSage 
were unable to be present, but have expressed their desires to become Associates as well. 
Who are Associates? Associates acknowledge their commitment to SOH by promising to pray for & 
promote its mission, to participate in community gatherings, & give of their time, skill & finances. 
The commitment is made for a year. The extent of each associate’s involvement varies according to 
the individual’s situation, ability & means. 
If you would like more information on becoming an Associate, please contact Laurie Oswald at (816) 
436-5387 or Trish Miller @ (913) 236-7261. 

COMING EVENTS 
 November 22, 2007-THANKSGIVING-8 AM Mass followed by breakfast. Please RSVP if  

   you plan to attend. 
 November 22 to November 26, 2007-SOH CLOSED. 
 November 24, 2007-NO ASSOCIATES MEETING. 
 December 8, 2007-Immaculate Conception-7 AM Mass in chapel 
 December 8, 2007-Work Day & Associates Day-8 AM to 1 PM includes lunch. Decorate for  

   Christmas. 
 December 25, 2007-Christmas Day-10 AM Mass followed by Brunch. Please RSVP . 
 December 25, 2007 to January  2, 2008-SOH CLOSED. 
 December 31, 2007-NEW YEARS EVE CELEBRATION-8:30 PM celebration with food,  

   fun and games (BYO) till 10:30 PM. Ecumenical prayer service in Chapel. 
 February 10, 2008-3-M CONCERT-2 TO 4 PM in Chapel. followed by High Tea 

   in dining room. Free will offering. 
 March 16 to 23, 2008-Holy week-No scheduled Retreats. 
 March 20, 2008-Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 7 PM 
 March 21, 2008-Good Friday Service 7 PM 
 March 23, 2008-Easter Sunday Mass 8 AM followed by Brunch. Please RSVP.  
 April 6, 2008-Prayer Walk from SOH to Shalom House 2 to 4 PM 
 April 26, 2008-Paths to Peace 9 AM to 4 PM including lunch. 
 June 21, 2008-Run the Good Race & Pancake Breakfast. 7 AM 
 November 8, 2008-3rd Annual Hope Benefit Dinner, Dance & Auction 6 to 11 PM at  

   the Reardon Center. 

SOH SEEKS NEW LIVE-INS 
SOH is seeking two new live-ins. A Couple is preferred, but two individuals would be ac-
ceptable.  
 

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR 
SOH is looking for someone to be our Volunteer Coordinator. 
  
For more information please contact Fr. Dennis Wait at 913-321-4673 during normal busi-
ness hours 
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WISH LIST 
 Lights for front drive and labor to install them and electrical hookup. 
 A good deal on a Bob Cat. We are in need of having one to maintain our trails, move heavy 

items around the property, and keep up with maintenance of our benches, grounds, and plants. 
We have in the past just borrowed one. 

 Commercial rubber mats to be used on the floors in front of freezers, refrigerators, washing ma-
chines, dryers, and work stations in the kitchen.   *Conference chairs for House of Peace.  

 New sound system for the chapel.  *Leaf Blower. 
 Power Point Projector & screen.  *Improvements in serving lines. 
 Volunteers and captains for work day. *Chairman of PR committee. 
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2008 GUARDIANS OF HOPE CAMPAIGN   
VERY IMPORTANT 

 Each year Sanctuary of Hope invites its supporters to make a pledge or one time con-
tribution.  Over $70,000 comes from our many donors plus $45,000 from two large support-
ers. The remaining support is from retreat income and fund-raisers. Donors of money and vol-
unteer time and materials are the pillars of Sanctuary of Hope. 
 We ask your continued support of SOH and that you mail in the enclosed form for 
2008 indicating your pledge. This helps us make realistic plans for next year.  Thank you. 
  Dear Fr. Dennis, 
 Please accept my support of $______ for 2008. 
I am giving this as a one time gift of $_____) OR  $__ Monthly, Quarterly, Other  
                                                           Please circle one 
Name _______________________________ 
Address _____________________________      ____ I (we) commit to regular prayer 
City, State, Zip _______________________     for SOH’s ministry. 
Phone (optional) ______________________ 
E-mail (optional)______________________________ 
 
Please send this pledge to   Sanctuary of Hope   

P.O. Box 172018. Kansas City, Kansas 66117-1018 
   You are welcome to use the enclosed envelope 
   THANK YOU – 

PLANNED GIVING 
Many have asked about ways to give financial support to Sanctuary of Hope in addition to 
regular cash donations. In additions to gifts of stocks and bonds, one can designate Sanctuary 
of Hope, Inc. (our legal name) as beneficiary for the following: 
 * Life Insurance   * Wills and Trusts  * Bank accounts  * IRA accounts 
 There are many tax advantages to designating such gifts to charities. Mr. Charles We-
ber, CPA, who assists SOH, is available to assist anyone interested in gifts of stock, etc. as 
well as any of the above. Call and ask for Lou or Julie at 321-4673. Blessings 

 SOMETHING TO CONSIDER? Donate from an IRA without paying taxes on it 
 
Tax Laws allow one to donate money from their IRA funds directly to a charity without hav-
ing to pay taxes on the money.. This provision expires on December 31, 2007.. You are wel-
come to call Lou or Julie with questions. Our accountant is also available. 
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http://www.sanctuaryofhope.org 

 Happy Holydays from all The Sanctuary of Hope Family  


