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The month of April was a wonderful month 
but a crazy one. I found myself in Rome, 
Italy, Washington, DC, and Omaha. I was 
in Rome at the request of the Holy Father 
attending meetings of the Missionaries of 
Mercy (of which I am one). The time there 
was wonderful and filled with many 
blessings. I next found myself in the 
Washington, DC area attending the 
National Workshop on Christian Unity. 
Again, it was a wonderful and blessed time. 
While we are well aware that there is much 
that divides the Christian community, it is 
always a blessing to be with others who are 
committed to overcoming the divisions and 

longing and praying for unity. Finally, I was in the Omaha area attending the 
regional encounter for the Cursillo movement. During all of these trips there 
was one thing that I found myself looking forward to – returning home. While 
it is true that it is always nice to be home, there was another reason for my 
longing to be home. The longing that I discovered in myself was the longing 
for quiet and stillness.  We are very blessed here at Sanctuary of Hope because 
of the environment in which we live. We are right in the city and yet we are 
an oasis of stillness and quiet. The scriptures tell us to “Be still and know that 
I am God”. It is in stillness and quiet that we find God. Just recently we had a 
group here for    a retreat. A couple of weeks later someone from that group 
came back for a couple of days of quiet and stillness. This person realized the 
gift that was being offered by God and responded. If you are finding life crazy 
and busy a wonderful invitation is given to you by God – Be still and know    
that I am God!  

Blessings, 



 

 

 

Advancing Dawn 
 
 

Dear Friend of Sanctuary of Hope, 
 

Welcome to spring!  So the sky is blue and the grass is getting greener, as well as the   
fields.  I bought a new bird feeder for House of Peace, and the birds really enjoy using it.  

Their colors are beautiful, red, yellow, blue, brown, black and 
white.  I can even go out on our back patio and sit down, and 
it doesn’t seem to disturb the birds.  Occasionally, a stray cat 
will be at a distance and once a dog came over too.  We do 
have the yard fenced, but critters make it over or under it. I 
pray you had a wonderful Easter and are enjoying this season 
of God’s graces poured out in Jesus, truly Risen!  As a boy, I 
remember at my home parish St Anthony Church in KCK, at 
the end of the Easter High Mass, our pastor Fr Kevin would 
pick up the monstrance with the Blessed Sacrament facing all 
of us, for the procession, and he would sing: “Jesus Christ is 
Risen, He has Risen indeed, Alleluia,” and the procession 
would begin. 
 

I really enjoyed being with my family over Easter, and 
catching up with each other.  My brother Ralph and his 
granddaughter Amanda and I, had time just to share with each 

other, which I don’t often get to do.  This young lady is really growing up and wants to 
help people with speech difficulties.  I am so proud of her, as she wants to continue college 
and get her degree, Alleluia!   
 

The more I read, watch the news, listen to so many who need comfort, prayer, guidance 
and affirmation, I sense how real Jesus truly is to all of us! We are all His children, no 
matter what our faith background is or lack thereof.  I especially see this in the sacrament 
of reconciliation.  Jesus never tires of forgiving us, showing us His tender mercy and His 
power to heal us and restore us in every way.  Yes, sin is real, but it isn’t human, it’s anti 
human. It lessens one’s humanity. You mean Jesus forgives everything?  Yes and brings 
every good gift to help us through whatever the break has been with His love and favor.      
Jesus says: "I am the good shepherd.  A good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep."  (John 10:11) 
 
Love and Prayers, 
tu hermano en Cristo, 
 
Fr Dennis, padre 



 

 

 

 
In the middle of the busy city of Kansas City, Kansas, there is an oasis of peace next to City 
Park.  It is called Sanctuary of Hope.  One can walk its quiet grounds, hike on the walking paths 
through the woods, meet with others, read from the library in the Dayroom, or quietly reflect on 
one’s relationship with God in the meditation room.  Overnight stays are possible and space is 
offered for small group retreats or meetings.   

 
 

At the southern edge of the property, the hill drops quickly as one looks down on I-70 highway, 
the railroad yards, and the city beyond.  At this location, there is a statue of Jesus with his arms 
raised as if in blessing the travelers passing by. 

 
 

Recently, I found myself sitting on a bench, next to Jesus, early in the morning with the southern 
wind blowing in my face.  My meditation that particular morning centered on the vehicles which 
were passing by.  Without much imagination, there were many types passing by: cars of all types 
of shapes and sizes, trucks, vans, buses, etc.  I focused on the ones heading in to town.  I noticed 
how some cars travelled alone, some were grouped with others, and some were driving slower 
than others and were being passed.  It was too dark for me to know how many people were in 
each vehicle.  I had a limited space in which to watch this happening in front of me. 

 
 

I thought of you, other people, and all people, all of us as travelers on this planet we call Earth.  
As these vehicles were heading in the same direction, hopefully, so are we.  What is that 
direction?  Toward heaven, I pray.  Just like the vehicles on the highway, some of us are travelling 
alone for this moment, others are journeying with others.  Some people are steady in their 
relationship with Christ and others are moving quickly for a moment in drawing closer to our 
Savior.  And then, some are just slowly moving along, perhaps unsure as to why they are 
traveling to heaven in the first place, but still on the journey.  We are all on a journey, we are all 
pilgrims, and it is important that we journey together, each at our own pace.  We will lead some, 
some will lead us, and we will encourage others, for we have been encouraged ourselves.  
Together, let us journey toward the kingdom of Heaven.  Let us not look back, nor be distracted, 
for Jesus is calling us all, blessing us on our journey. 
 
Fr. Dan Gardner, past of St. Leo’s Catholic Church 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Following is from a group who came to  
Sanctuary of Hope : 

 
We had a truly memorable weekend here at 

Sanctuary of Hope.   We had wonderful, 
sharing, caring and growth.  It was a 

perfect location for our women’s weekend.   
 
Thank you for providing a safe, sheltering, 
warm environment for our journey of love. 
 

“The host and the staff made everyone feel welcomed from the moment they 
stepped through the door and through out the entire day.” 

“The food was amazing, especially the stuffed bell peppers.” 

“It was absolutely amazing to learn the history and legacy of the building.  It is 
truly a hidden jewel in our community.” 

Some messages from the attendees of the Jack & Jill of America group: 



 

 
 

 
  

 

  

Refuse, Reduce, Reuse, Repurpose, 
Recycle, Restore/Preserve 

By Jeff Stock 
 

When Julie handed me an article about the 
Jerusalem Farm Community in Kansas City, 
Missouri and also asked me for a piece for our 
newsletter the Spirit kicked this out.  If my 
feelings of being cajoled and guilted about my 
impact on the environment transition into a willingness to learn, plan and act; then positive 
replaces negative. 

 

Our own Nick Reveles is gifted with skills and the desire to do the type of TLC SOH is so 
worthy of and so in need of.  He is an artist at heart and has cleaned and repainted the 
statue of St. Joseph with the Child Jesus fifty feet west of the front porch.  He trimmed the 
shrubs and flowers, repainted the railing around the edge of the beautiful stone retaining 
wall.  From certain angles and during certain seasons this statue can be seen from I-635 a 
mile away. 
 

Then he tuck-pointed the large, arched shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes in the front yard.  
The new mortar will keep the stones in place and keep water from turning to ice in gaps 
and cracks helping this lovely expression of devotion remain here for new generations of 
visitors.  Even the top of the two foot thick wall received a fresh cap of mortar to its fifteen 
foot height. 
 
 

Nick also used the John Deere tractor to dig and scoop dirt from one area of the property 
to dump behind the wall of the Good Shepherd statue along the west side of the driveway 
near the entry.  A steep slope on the backside has eroded and endangered the integrity of 
this statue, wall and sheep statues in front. Students from Ascension School in Overland 
Park  helped spreading the dirt.  We hope to acquire some flowering trees and shrubs to 
plant behind on the slope to serve as a stabilizing and beautiful backdrop. Six R’s and one 
P!                                                                                                                           

Words of Wisdom by Shirline Moore 

 

I was complaining about things I like to do and things I’d like to have—I don’t have 
this or that.  But then I caught myself complaining and thought about how good 
God has been to me!  Sometimes we don’t see the good things in our lives because 
we are looking backward instead of forward.  God has truly taught us  how to love 
people, regardless of who they are or where they come from.  Will you love one 
another as God asks us to do?  We can rest better and sleep better because it takes a 
lot of heavy burden off of one’s shoulders.  I keep asking him to keep a guard over 
my mouth!  Amen!! 



 

 
 

 
 
Dear SOH Friend, 
 
We are pleased to invite you to our first annual pilgrimage, led by Spiritual Director, Fr. Joseph Arsenault, 
SSA.  We will depart SOH on Friday, August 10, 2018, for the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe, LaCrosse, 
Wisconsin, returning on Sunday, August 12, 2018.  
 
Pilgrimages to holy places help us on the most important pilgrimage of all, our journey through our human 
life on earth to our eternal destination with God in heaven.  As we make our pilgrimage to the Marian Shrine 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe, we will prayerfully open our heart to allow Our Lady to be our model and guide 
to our union with Christ. 
 
Please take time to review the attached planned agenda and consider if God is calling you to enrich your spir-
itual journey with a guided pilgrimage that will include the opportunity to celebrate Mass and share in other 
forms of communal prayer and meditation, learning and enrichment while experiencing fellowship and enjoy-
ing the ease of travel to beautiful LaCrosse, WI. 
 
For more information about the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe, LaCrosse, WI, please access: http://
www.guadalupeshrine.org/ 
 

 
 

 
Reservations for this trip are limited, and on a first come, first served basis.  To secure your reservation, you 
MUST submit your cash/check/money order payment for the transportation fee to Sanctuary of Hope no later 
than June 22, 2018.  Hotel reservations are made directly with the hotel. The (optional) Riverboat Dinner 
Cruise reservation is made directly with the riverboat. 
 
Please note that hotel accommodations are limited for handicap accessibility; therefore, if you have these re-
quirements, please make your reservations early. 
 
For further information, please contact Julie at 913-321-4673 or julie@sanctuaryofhope.org. 
 
 
PILGRIMAGE DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS:  JUNE 22, 2018 



 

 
 
TRANSPORTATION RESERVATION / PAYMENT: 
 
Submit payment to Sanctuary of Hope for $100.00 per traveler / reservation 
Make payment to Sanctuary of Hope; ensure name(s) of traveler(s) are noted on payment and state “Pilgrimage” on memo. 
 
Transportation fees cover transportation to/from SOH to Shrine and group transportation during travel associated with the pilgrimage.  
Individual requests for transportation will not be accommodated. Payment does not include voluntary tip to driver.   
 
Payment includes Saturday’s lunch at Culina Mariana Café* at the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe.  
 
HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS: 
 
Traveler MUST call and make reservation directly with hotel, adhering to all hotel requirements for securing reservation in order to en-
sure rate quoted below.  SOH is not responsible for hotel accommodations, reservations, rates, or cancellation policies.  Please ensure 
you obtain a confirmation number / receipt for your hotel accommodation. 
 
Days Inn 
101 Sky Harbour Dr. 
LaCrosse,  WI 54603 
Phone Number for Reservations:  608-783-1000 
 
Check-In: August 10th  
Check-Out: August 12th  
Group Block under Sanctuary of Hope (NOTE: Group Block cut-off ends June 22nd, reservation deadline) 
 
Amenities: 

Free Continental Breakfast 
Indoor Pool / Hot Tub 
Wi-Fi 
Refrigerator / Microwave in Room 
Restaurant / Bar adjacent to Hotel 

 
Rates (Must identify Group Block: Sanctuary of Hope) 

$169.04 Room Total for 2 Nights (King or Double) 
 
UPPER MISSISSIPPI RIVER PADDLEWHEEL DINNER CRUISE (OPTIONAL) 
 
Traveler MUST call and make reservation for River Cruise, adhering to their requirements for securing reservation.  Please identify 
yourself as a participant in the Sanctuary of Hope group for seating arrangements.  SOH is not responsible for reservations, rates, or can-
cellation policies.  Please ensure you obtain a confirmation number / receipt for your reservation. Advance reservations required; dinner 
cruises sell out fast – purchase early if interested!              
 
Date: Saturday, August 11, 2018 
Time: 6:00 PM (We will depart Days Inn at 5:00 PM) for the 2.5 Hour Dinner Cruise                 
Reservations: 608-784-2893 
Menu: Fine Dining, Prime Rib / Baked Chicken Dinner 
Entertainment: Live Music (Easy Listening) 
Rates: Senior $44.95 + Tax  OR   Adult $46.95 + Tax (http://greatriver.com/laxqueen/rates.htm) 

 
 
 
We pray that you will consider joining us on this spiritual journey.  We recommend you submit your registration early so you won’t miss 
out!  Please feel free to share this invitation with anyone you would like to share this journey with.   
 

In Christ, 
 
 
 

 
Fr. Joseph Arsenault, SSA 
 



 

 

Return Service Requested 

—————————————- 

 
 

Sanctuary of Hope 
P.O. Box 172018 
Kansas City, KS 66117-1018 
913-321-4673 
www.sanctuaryofhope.org 

  

Save the Date 
 

13th Annual  
Hope Benefit  

Dinner & Auction 
Saturday 

October 20, 2018 
5:30-10 p.m. 
Queen of the  

Holy Rosary Church 
7023 W 71st St 

Overland Park, KS   
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Coming Events 

 

Please join us at any of the following: 
 

Volunteer Work Days are held the second 
Saturday of each month from 8 am until 1 pm 

Lunch is provided to all volunteers.  
 

June 9   Silent Saturday 9 am-Noon 
July 7    Cursillo Picnic 4-8 pm 
August 11  Silent Saturday 9 am-Noon 
September 29-30  Charismatic Renewal Retreat 
October 6  Silent Saturday 9 am-Noon   

 
 

Mass is offered in our Chapel on Tuesday and 
Thursday mornings at 7:30 a.m.  Please check our 

website for Mass intentions. 

 

Prayer group meets every Tuesday from 10 am-Noon 
followed by lunch. 

 


